LETTER TO MPS
Add your name and details, and the name and details of the MP at the top of this letter. You need to include your details if you want a response from them. When you’ve completed the letter, email it to the MP and to Arthritis NZ info@arthritis.org.nz We will follow up with the MP and ensure your letter was recorded by them and your voice was heard. If you have any questions please email us. 

Your details go here:
Your name
Your street address 
Your email 

[Put name of MP here]
Health Select Committee Member
[MP’s email address]

Dear/Tēnā koe [add name of MP]
I am contacting you as a Member of Parliament involved with New Zealand’s Health system. I am extremely concerned about the lack of progress in improving services for people with arthritis.
Statistics from the most recent NZ Health Survey show over 860,000 people in New Zealand have arthritis, with the most common forms being osteoarthritis, gout arthritis and rheumatoid arthritis. That’s one in every six New Zealanders! 
There are also many other forms of less common arthritis, and some people have more than one. It is one of the most common long-term conditions, and we need to do more so those with arthritis get the early support and treatment they need in our health system.

[Add a paragraph – or more - here about your experience of living with or caring for someone with arthritis. Tell the MP what you would like them to know.]

I am asking you to put politics to the side. Please commit to working in a cross-party alliance on a plan for improving the management of arthritis and the lives of people living with arthritis.  We desperately need a long-term plan for this long-term condition.
I am pleased to support Arthritis NZ’s request to develop a long-term approach for the benefit of all people living with arthritis. 

[Include your name at the end of the letter]
